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             Math + Tests = Fun 
 

            
Ms. Caltabiano’s First Graders celebrate their 
improved scores!  
     It’s true!  Students truly enjoy taking 

Math “Sprints.”  A Sprint is a short, timed 

exercise in which students practice mental 

math, in a broad sense.  Mental math is more 

than computational skills; it also includes 

conceptual understanding and problem 

solving.  It has been said that, “Drill Kills”.  

Too much drill can be boring and 

unproductive.  The Sprints are motivating as 

students are engaging in healthy competition 

within themselves as they work for their 

personal best. The only goal of the one 

minute Sprint is for each student to try and 

beat his or her previous score.  Students 

engage in the one minute challenge twice 

within a period. In-between the two, all 

students engage in one minute of heart-

pumping exercise, as pictured below.  

              
            It has proven to kill the drill!  

Look for completed copies of Sprints in 

your child’s homework folder.  

 

Lincoln Avenue Students Need Your Support!  
       Fight the Gap Elimination Adjustment! 
     Lincoln Avenue students and the Sayville 

School District need your support in fighting 

for the repeal of the Gap Elimination 

Adjustment, or the GEA. 

     THE GEA is a formula in the state 

budget that reduces the amount of aid each 

school district is entitled to receive. The 

GEA has reduced state aid to Long Island 

school districts by nearly $1 billion over the 

last three years. The GEA increases the 

dependence on local property taxes to fund 

our schools. In examining the amount of 

funding per pupil, Sayville lost $1,015 per 

student last year.  Become an informed 

supporter. Our legislators need to hear from 

our community.  A sample letter can be 

found at the end of this newsletter. Visit Dr. 

Schartner’s link for more information: 
http://www.sayville.k12.ny.us/district.cfm?sub
page=37172 

 
The Laptop Lounge Receives a New 

Enhancement! 

                          

In additon to our MST and Computer Labs, 

teachers and students can access the laptop 

lounge, where our District’s Technology 

Department has added two I-Pad Carts! Our 

teachers have recently received  training in the 

use of I-Pads within the elementary classroom.  

       

http://www.sayville.k12.ny.us/district.cfm?subpage=37172
http://www.sayville.k12.ny.us/district.cfm?subpage=37172


        NYS  STAR Property Tax Reduction 

All New York homeowners receiving a 

basic STAR property tax exemption must 

register with the NYS Tax Department in 

order to receive the basic STAR 

exemption in 2014 and subsequent years. 

You should have received registration 

instructions in the mail. You may visit 

www.tax.ny.gov to register or gain more 

information. The deadline is December 

31
st
. 

       

                    
 
                       News From 3-C                 
     Ms. Cozza’s class is integrating writing, social 
studies, and technology with a fun letter writing 
project.  The students were exposed to the 
friendly letter form in the early part of 
October.  Each student was responsible for 
carefully drafting, editing and revising a 
polished letter. Next, students chose two states 
and located them on a large classroom 
map.  They placed push-pins on the map to 
“claim” their state.  Next the classroom 
computer was used to search for elementary 
schools in major towns in their selected two 
states.  Students recorded the addresses of 
elementary schools and addressed the letters to 
third graders.  Included with the letters, is a 
Sayville fact sheet. Now that the letters have 
been mailed, the students are excited to find 
out which classrooms from across the country 
they may receive a response from and what 
they may learn from other third graders!    
 

 

 

 

 

 

                            
 

Lincoln’s Good Citizens 
Congratulations to October’s Good Citizens, 

awarded for their demonstration of empathy! 
 

1
st
 GRADE 

Ms. Caltabiano: Camden Cheshire & Reese Kelly  

Ms. Longobardi: Anna Reilly & Christian Buono  

Ms. Meloni: Bruno Cappiello & Mackenzie 

Valentine 

Ms. Prinz: Benjamin Handler & Gabriella Fellman 

 

2
nd

 GRADE 

Ms. Barile: Angelo Moncayo & Taylor DiMenna  

Ms. Geiger: Grace Keiley & Ava Rueb   

Ms. Gennari: Jackson Neugebauer & Dori Ahlgrim  

Ms. Order: McKenna Farrell & Zakary Minutello  

   

3
rd

 GRADE      

Ms. Cozza: Erin Marshall & Ryan Karman 

Ms. DuMoulin: Mia Santana & Kevan McCann  

Ms. Galvin: Michela Scoleri, Serena Buono, and 

Ryan Leniac 

Ms. Panarello: Brianna Pepe & Joseph Handler 

    

4
th

 GRADE  

Ms. Closs: Brooke Dubay, Surati Sheth, & Chris 

McCabe 

Ms. Engelbert: Elizabeth Bossert & Jose Jaimes  

Ms. Moran: Anthony Capuano & Kaitlyn Zito  

 

5
th

 GRADE 

Mr. Bombara: Caroline Crawford & Matthew 

Yonkers 

Mr. Campbell: James Anderson, Aidan Mccullough, 

Kaya Ehinger   

Mr. Dragotta:Linda McAuliff  & Antosh Chorowski  

Ms. Whitehurst: James Graf 

 

 
 

                                 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tax.ny.gov/


           The Student Government 
      Holds Toys for Tots Campaign 
The toy drive will run through December 6

th
.  

 
     Thank you to Site Based Team Parent, Ms.         
Sheehan, for her coordination of this project.  

           

 

Student Government Cabinet Members listen 
to Marines explain the history and rational for 
“Toys for Tots”  

December  
Dates to Remember 

12/5 Parent Teacher Conferences 11:40 Dismissal 

12/6 Parent Teacher Conferences 11:40 Dismissal  

12/11 Parent Teacher Conferences 11:40 Dismissal 

12/17     Choral Concert Middle School 7:30pm  

12/23-1/5              School Closed           

    The Book Fair Returns to Lincoln!  

                   
    Thank you to the Rotary Club of 

Sayville! Sayville’s Rotary Club’s legacy 

of Literacy Program partnered with 

Scholastic Books to provide each and 

every child at LA with a $5 gift 

certificate to use at the book fair! 

Ms. Moran’s class stays connected 

here and at home! 

     Students in Ms. Moran’s 4
th

 grade class 

are displaying their computer skills and 

staying in touch here and at home through a 

wonderful educational program called 

Edmodo.  Edmodo helps connect all learners 

with the people and resources needed to 

reach their full potential.  On Edmodo, Ms. 

Moran can continue classroom discussions 

online, give polls to check for student 

understanding, and award badges to 

individual students based on performance or 

behavior.  Assignments can be uploaded and 

grades given directly to the students.  

Students can communicate with each other 

as well, through posts and pictures.  

Students are also learning about proper 

internet and social media usage; a valuable 

lesson for them. 

     The students are also excited about 

entering the Scott Tissue, “Trees Rock” 

contest, which allows the students to submit 

a video on the importance of trees to them, 

their school and community.  The students 

created scripts, designed scenery and 

assisted in the video production of their 

entry.  The students’ creativity was 

remarkable and they all agree, win or lose, 

the experience was awesome!  The video 

will be available on Ms. Moran’s website at 

the end of November.   

     Finally, we are fully immersed in our 

second book report with a Mythology 

theme.  The room is alive with discussions 

about Zeus, Medusa, and Aphrodite.  We 

haven’t forgotten the Roman, Celtic, Native 

American and Norse myths either!  The 

students are learning that myths were stories 

told explaining how or why events occurred 

in the past.  We can’t wait to display our 

Mythology newsletters this month! 

 



The Lincoln Avenue Student Government 

 

The Student Government recently voted on, and 

approved the institution of a student newspaper, to 

be entitled “Lincoln Informer.” All students are 

welcome to submit articles. The first deadline for 

submissions is December 6th.    

 

              Lincoln’s First Graders 

        Salute our Armed Forces. 

 

 

 

 

 

          What Floats Your Boat? 

Ms. Longobardi’s  students employed the 

scientific process to explore buoyancy during 

the month of October, as a part of their 

discoveries in learning about Christopher 

Columbus. 

 

 

 

                Autumn Leaves in 

            Warm and Cool Colors 

 

       Artist:  Sarah Gover, Grade 5



 Dear ______________, 

 

As a voter, taxpayer and resident of the 

Sayville School District, I urge you to 

support and fight for the repeal of the 

Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA) 

starting in the 2014-2015 school year. 

Formerly known as the Deficit 

Reduction Assessment, its original 

purpose was to reduce state support to 

public schools in order to close the 

state’s own $10 billion budget deficit. 

This annual practice is detrimental to 

quality education on Long Island and is 

not acceptable to taxpayers. Now is the 

time to work together to Eliminate the 

GEA! 

The success of Long Island’s public 

schools is the pride of New York State. 

Over the past three years, the GEA has 

reduced state aid to Long Island school 

districts by close to $1 billion, with 

nearly half of this amount coming from 

Long Island’s 28 low-wealth school 

districts. In an attempt to lessen the 

destructive effect of the GEA, Long 

Island school districts have been 

depleting their fund balances and 

reserve funds to minimize detrimental 

cuts to educational programs and to 

maintain a tax levy increase that local 

taxpayers can support. 

Specific to my district, the GEA has cost 

Sayville and West Sayville tax payers 

about $10.4 million over the past three 

years. This money could have been  

used to save program and reduce taxes. Just last 

year we lost $3.2 million or about $1015.00 per 

student due to the GEA. The GEA cost our 

taxpayers about an extra 5% on the tax levy. 

Sayville Public Schools lost more per student than 

all but three other school districts in the county.  

We have passed the point where we are doing 

more with less. We are now doing less with less. 

The GEA, combined with frozen and/or reduced 

state aid allocations, insufficient mandate relief and 

the enactment of the property tax cap, has created 

irreversible financial consequences. Our schools are 

at a crossroads. The continuation of the GEA is an 

unacceptable practice that will chisel away and 

ultimately destroy the quality of education our 

children deserve, we as taxpayers expect and our 

state leaders promote with pride.  

 

We can no longer bear the burden imposed on 

taxpayers by the GEA. I am asking you, as our 

elected representative, to be our voice in Albany 

and take effective action. Now is the time to work 

together to Eliminate the GEA! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 



 


